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To devalue the importance that the belief that ‘Allaah is above His Throne’ 

holds in our Deen, some put forward the following question; “How does the belief 

that Allaah is above His Throne or everywhere or exists without a place change 

anything in a person?” 

 

Among those who have adopted this stand is Nouman Ali Khan who, in one of his 

lectures, said:  

[Did Allaah – you know – make a big deal out of the question where Allaah is? 

People come and ask where is Allaah? Is He up in the seventh heaven or is He 

everywhere? Did Allaah ask that question? Did the Sahabah ask that question? 

Did they repeatedly ask that question?] 

(Muslim Family Life: Brother Nouman Ali Khan, 45 mins 45) 

 

As a reply to that, we say: 
 

The question that we should be asking is: « Is this Aqeedah based on 

the Qur-aan and the Sunnah or not? » 

 

Undoubtedly, a sound belief induces good effects on people, and a corrupt one will 

have negative effects. But more important than the results of it, is the validity of 

that belief, that is, we should not be asking “What is the effect of that Aqeedah? », 

rather; « Is this Aqeedah based on the Qur-aan and Sunnah or not? » Once we find 

that an Aqeedah is not based on the Qur-aan and Sunnah, we must immediately 

discard it even if we come to know that there are some people who have 

experienced positive effects from that Aqeedah. Similarly, as soon as we find that 

an Aqeedah is based on the Qur-aan and Sunnah, we must immediately accept it 
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with firm conviction that it will necessarily entail positive effects on us, even if we 

are not yet experiencing those effects.  

 

Imaam Ash-Shaafei (204 H) said: 

 

هلل أسماء وصفات جاء بها كتابه وأخبر بها نبيه أمته ال يسع أحدا قامت عليه الحجة ردها ألن القرآن نزل بها 

 وصح عن رسول هللا القول بها 

[Allaah has names and attributes which have been mentioned in His book about 

which His Prophet has informed his Ummah. It is not allowed for someone to 

whom these proofs have been made clear to, to reject it because The Qur-aan came 

down with it and certifies that The Messenger of Allaah spoke about it.  

 

 وت الحجة عليه فهو كافرفإن خالف ذلك بعد ثب

If he does otherwise, after proof has come to him, he becomes a Kaafir] 

 (MUKHTASWAR-UL-ULU' 177) 

 

Ibn Taymiyyah said:  

 

 وال بد لكل أحد أن يدخل تحت الكتاب والسنة قوال وفعال ومن خرج عنهما وجب اإلنكار عليه

[Everyone should be under the banner of Al-Kitaab Was-Sunnah (The Book and 

the Sunnah) in his words and deeds. Whoever gets out of it (Al-Kitaab Was-

Sunnah), must compulsorily be reproved.]  

 (AL-BIDAAYAH WAN-NIHAAYAH 14/41) 

 

The belief that ‘Allaah is above His Throne’ is part of the Islaam 

that has been prepared by Allaah 

Islaam is the Deen that has been prepared by Allaah and accepting Islaam is 
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to accept it as it has been prepared. If the belief that ‘Allaah is above His 

throne’ forms part of the Islaam prepared by Allaah, then believing in it is to 

accept Islaam; and not believing in it is to reject Islaam.  

 

Ibn Battwah (387 H) said:  

 

 فلو أن رجال آمن بجميع ما جاءت به الرسل إال شيئا واحدا كان برد ذلك الشيء كافرا عند جميع العلماء

[If a person believes in everything that the Messengers came; with except for thing, 

then by rejecting that one thing, he becomes a Kaafir (according) to all the 

scholars.] 

 (AL-IBAANAT-US-SUGHRAA) 

 

In fact, the belief that Allaah is above His throne is part of Tawheed and Tawheed 

is the first subject to which the Prophet invited the people to.  

 

Ibnul Qayyim said: 

ُسلِ   فَالتَّْوِحيُد ِمْفتَاُح َدْعَوِة الرُّ

[Tawheed is the key to the invitation [Da’wah] of (all) the messengers.]   

(MADAARIJ-US-SAALIKIIN) 

 

Ismaa’iil Ibn Yahyaa Al-Muzani (264 H) said: 

 

 الَ يصحُّ ألََحٍد توحيٌد َحتَّى يعلَم أَنَّ هللاَ تََعالَى َعلَى الَعْرِش بِصفَاتِهِ 

[Nobody’s Tawheed is valid until he knows that Allaah Ta-aala is on [His] throne, 

with all His swifaat (attributes).] 

 (SIYAR 12/494) 
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Abdur-Rahmaan Ibn Abi Haatim said: 

 

يِن َوَما أَْدَرَكا َعلَْيِه اْلُعلََماَء فِ  نَِّة فِي أُُصوِل الدِّ ي َجِميِع اأْلَْمَصاِر َوَما َسأَْلُت أَبِي َوأَبَا ُزْرَعةَ َعْن َمَذاِهِب أَْهِل السُّ

َصاِر ِحَجاًزا َوِعَراقًا َوَشاًما َويََمنًا فََكاَن ِمْن َمْذهَبِِهُم ... َوأَنَّ يَْعتَقَِداِن ِمْن َذلَِك فَقَااَل أَْدَرْكنَا اْلُعلََماَء فِي َجِميِع اأْلَمْ 

َ َعزَّ َوَجلَّ َعلَى َعْرِشِه بَائٌِن ِمْنَعلَْيِه َوَسلََّم باَِل َكْيٍف أََحاطَ بُِكلِّ َشْيٍء ِعْلًما  هللاَّ

[I asked my father (Abu Haatim, 277H) and Abu Zur’ah Ar-Raazi (264 H) 

regarding the madhab of Ahlus-Sunnah about the principles of Islaam, and what 

the scholars in all regions have understood about it and what they had as belief. So, 

they said: “We have met with the scholars in all regions: Hijaaz, Iraq, Shaam and 

Yemen. From among their madhab, is that Allaah is above His throne, separate 

(distinct) from His creation, same as  He has described Himself in His book and on 

the tongue of His Messenger, without (saying) “How?”, and He encompasses 

everything with His knowledge…”] 

 (AL-LAALAKAAI 1/176/321) 

 

Islaam is a religion that consists of beliefs and actions 
 

All Muslims are aware about the fact that Islaam is a Deen (Religion) that 

consists of beliefs and actions. Those who say that they cannot see the effect of 

such or such belief are implying that only actions are enough to proclaim one’s 

appurtenance to the religion; as long as the individual is praying and performing 

other acts of worship, and is not indulging in drugs, that is good for him. What he 

believes about Allaah is not important. Those who wish to practise such an Islaam 

are undoubtedly not practising the Islaam that the Prophet came with. 
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Ibn Taymiyyah said: 

 

َراطُ اْلُمْستَقِيُم يَْشتَِمُل َعلَى ِعْلٍم َوَعَمٍل ِعْلٌم َشْرِعيٌّ َوَعَمٌل َشْرِعيٌّ   َوهََذا الصِّ

[This straight path includes knowledge and action; Islamic knowledge and Islamic 

action. 

 َعِمَل بَِغْيِر ِعْلٍم َكاَن َكاَن َضااّلً فََمْن َعلَِم َولَْم يَْعَمْل بِِعْلِمِه َكاَن فَاِجًرا َوَمْن 

Whoever has knowledge but does not act upon his knowledge is a Faajir 

(immoral/decadent/licentious person). Whoever acts without knowledge has gone 

astray.]  

 (MAJMOU’ FATAWAA) 

 

 

Islamic beliefs are more important than the actions that Islaam has 

ordained upon us 
 

Muslims unanimously agree that, generally, Islamic beliefs are more important 

than the actions that Islaam has ordained upon us. Whoever says that he cannot 

find any change being brought to by an Aqeedah, is, in other words, implying that 

what the Prophet has taught about Ibaadah is important and whatever he has taught 

about Aqeedah holds no importance. Those who invite towards this type of Islaam 

are in fact inviting towards the opposite because everyone knows that the Prophet 

has never taught us anything useless or futile, and among the many things that he 

taught, it is that beliefs are more important than actions.  

 

Imaam Bukhari said: 

َواْلَعَملِ  بَاب اْلِعْلُم قَْبَل اْلقَْولِ   

[Chapter: Knowledge precedes speech and action.] 



salafimauritius.wordpress.com 

 

 

 
      

 
Page 7 

 

Based on this, we come to understand that knowing Allaah is more somehow 

important than performing deeds for Allaah without implying that actions are not 

important. 

 

Such Aqeedah protects a person from speaking about Allaah 

without knowledge 

 

One who says that ‘Allaah being above His throne or everywhere does not 

make any difference’, has in fact allowed himself to speak about Allaah without 

knowledge [about Him], and this is Haraam.  

 

Assuming I was in my office and I hear somebody say ‘It doesn’t make any 

difference if we say that so and so is in his office or in his house or in the Masjid or 

in the market!’ I would clearly disapprove of this speech and I would not like to 

hear anybody talk about me without knowing me. If we do not like anybody to talk 

about us without knowing about us, then how can we allow anyone to talk 

whatever he wants to regarding Allaah?  

 

Allaah says (2:169) 

 

وِء َواْلفَْحَشاِء َوأَنْ  ِ َما اَل تَْعلَُمونَ  إِنََّما يَأُْمُرُكْم بِالسُّ تَقُولُوا َعلَى هللاَّ  

[He [Shaytwaan] commands you [to commit] only what is evil and Fah-shaa 

(immoral acts), and that you speak about Allaah what you know not (regarding 

Halaal and Haraam)] 
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The great scholars of Islaam were willing to sacrifice their life 

for Aqeedah 

Along with the belief that Allaah is above His throne, we also have the belief 

that “Qur-aan is what Allaah Himself has pronounced to Jibriil”. A Jaahil 

(ignorant) might say: “What difference does it make that Qur-aan is what Allaah 

Himself has uttered to Jibriil or that it is what He has inspired to Jibriil? Atleast we 

are accepting the Qur-aan as a book of guidance and putting its orders into 

practice!” As a Jaahil, one may think along these lines but when we take a look 

back at the history of Muslims, we find that the great scholars of Islaam, such as 

Imaam Ahmad and others were willing to sacrifice their life to protect that 

Aqeedah (that Quraan is the word of Allaah) and that they considered those who 

say that the Qur-aan is a creation to be a Kaafir. Didn’t these scholars understand 

Islaam or is it us who nowadays have better understood Islaam and worrying about 

Unity among Muslims? Is it Nouman Ali Khan who has understood Islaam 

correctly or better than them [these scholars]? 

 

Imaam Ahmad (241 H) said: 

 من قال القرآن مخلوق فهو عندنا كافر ألن القرآن من علم هللا عز وجل

[Whoever says that the Qur-aan is a creation is a Kaafir to us, because Qur-aan 

forms part of the knowledge of Allaah] 

 (KITAAB-US-SUNNAH 1/102) 

 

Ibn Hajar said: 

ْربِ فَقَْد َدَعا اْلَمأُْموُن َواْلُمْعتَِصُم َواْلَواثُِق إِلَى بِْدَعِة اْلقَْوِل بَِخْلِق اْلقُْرآِن َوَعاقَبُوا اْلُعلََماَء   ِمْن أَْجلِهَا بِاْلقَْتِل َوالضَّ

هَانَِة َولَْم يَقُْل أَحَ  ٌد بُِوُجوِب اْلُخُروِج َعلَْيِهْم بَِسبَِب َذلَِك َوَداَم اأْلَْمُر بِْضَع َعْشَرةَ َسنَةً َحتَّى َولَِي َواْلَحْبِس َوأَْنَواِع اإْلِ

نَّةِ  ُل اْلِخاَلفَةَ فَأَْبطََل اْلِمْحنَةَ َوأََمَر بِإِْظهَاِر السُّ  اْلُمتََوكِّ
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[Al-Ma’moun, Al-Mu’taswim and Al-Waathiq invited towards an innovated 

Aqeedah that stated that Qur-aan is a creation. They punished the scholars because 

of this by killing them, beating them, imprisoning them and humiliating them in 

various ways but nobody said that it is compulsory to rebel against them because 

of this. This lasted for 13 to 19 years until Al-Mutawakkil became Khalifa and 

revoke this ordeal and ordered for the Sunnah to be made apparent and to prevail.] 

 (FAT-HUL-BAARI 13/116) 

 

Did Islaam teach us to condone falsehood? 

 

It is impossible that the Qur-aan and Sunnah have taught us contradictory things 

regarding the question as to where Allaah is. If Muslims have been divided into 

three groups regarding this question, it is not possible that all the three groups are 

right. Out of these three groups, only one must right. What is our duty in this 

situation? It is to invite those who are wrong towards the truth. As for those who 

say “What difference does it make?”, in other words are saying “Let the person 

remain on the wrong path”. This is to approve of falsehood and to not prohibit evil. 

Did Islaam teach us condone falsehood and to let evil go by without fighting it 

back or raise awareness about it?  

 

Allaah says: (5:78-79) 

اِن َداُووَد َوِعيَسى اْبِن َمْريََم َذلَِك بَِما َعَصْوا َوَكانُوا يَْعتَُدوَن َكانُوا اَل لُِعَن الَِّذيَن َكفَُروا ِمْن بَنِي إِْسَرائِيَل َعلَى لِسَ 

 يَتَنَاهَْوَن َعْن ُمنَكٍر فََعلُوهُ لَبِْئَس َما َكانُوا يَْفَعلُونَ 
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[Cursed were those who disbelieved among the Children of Israiil by the tongue of 

Dawood and of Iisaa, the son of Maryam. That was because they disobeyed and 

transgressed [the limits]. They used not to prevent one another from Munkar 

(wrongdoing) that they did. How wretched was that which they were doing] 

 

Sheikh Ibn Baaz said: 

المسلمين توحيد صفوفهم وجمع كلمتهم على الحق وتعاونهم على البر والتقوى ضد ال ريب أنه يجب على 

 أعداء اإلسالم

[There is no doubt that it is compulsory upon Muslims to unite their swaf, to unite 

on the truth and to co-operate in Al-Birr wat-Taqwaa (righteousness and piety) 

against the enemies of Islaam… 

  

ولكن ال يلزم من وجوب اتحاد المسلمين وجمع كلمتهم على الحق واعتصامهم بحبل هللا أال ينكروا المنكر 

 على من فعله أو اعتقده من الصوفية أو غيرهم 

But the fact that it is compulsory for Muslims to become one, to unite on the truth, 

to cling to the rope of Allaah does not imply that they must not reprove the Munkar 

(wrongdoing) that the Sufi or others do or believe in.  

 

هللا أن يأتمروا بالمعروف ويتناهوا عن المنكر ويبينوا الحق لمن ضل عنه بل مقتضى األمر باالعتصام بحبل 

 أو ظن ضده صوابا باألدلة الشرعية حتى يجتمعوا على الحق وينبذوا ما خالفه

On the contrary that [divine] order that we should cling to the rope of Allaah 

implies that among themselves, they should ordain the good, prohibit evil and 

show the truth with Islamic proofs to those who have deviated from it or those who 

believe the opposite [of the truth] to be true, so that they may unite on the truth and 

reject whatever contradicts it] 

(M. FATAAWAA 3/68-69) 
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This Aqeedah gets us to live with humility towards Allaah 

 

The firm and sound belief that Allaah is above His throne has a momentous 

impact on a Muslim. When we realize that Allaah is above us, we feel His 

superiority and power over us, and this makes us live with humility and fear (of 

Allaah). The success of Muslims lies in them living as humble beings on this 

Earth. 

 

Ibnul Qayyim (751 H) said: 

 

ِ أَْعَرَف َكاَن لَهُ أَْخَوفَ َوقَاَل أَْحَمُد ْبُن َعاِصٍم َمْن كَ  اَن بِاهللَّ  

[Ahmad Ibn Aaswim (227 H) said:  

He who knows Allaah more will fear Allaah the most]  

 (MADAARIJ-US-SAALIKIIN) 

 

 

This Aqeedah teaches us towards whom we should turn 

ourselves in our Ibaadah and our invocations 

 

Another effect that the Aqeedah that Allaah is above His throne has on us is that 

it allows us to understand towards whom we should turn ourselves when praying 

and when asking for anything. Whoever understands that Allaah is above His 

throne will know that he is praying to The One who is above him and he will know 

that when he is raising his hands towards the sky to make du’a, he is raising his 

hands towards Allaah. As for the one who does not uphold this Aqeedah, he is like 
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one who is worshipping an unknown being, and he does not know where to turn 

himself to in his Ibaadah and his invocations.  

 

Abu Sa'iid Ad-Daarmi (280 H) said: 

 فاهلل تبارك وتعالى فوق عرشه فوق سمواته بائن من خلقه فمن لم يعرفه بذلك لم يعرف إلهه الذي يعبد

[Allaah is above His Arsh, above His skies, distinct from His creatures. Whoever 

has not known Him like this, (in fact) has not known his Ilaah whom he worships]          

(AR-RAD ALAL-JAHMIYYAH Pg 47) 

 

This Aqeedah will protect a person from the Aqeedah of Wahdat-ul-

Wujood 

 

Those who instead of saying that Allaah is above His throne say that Allaah is 

everywhere are in fact walking towards the path of the Aqeedah of Wahdat-ul-

Wujood through which he will eventually find himself considering himself as God. 

If the belief that Allaah is above His throne did not have any effect at all except 

one, which is to protect a person from the Aqeedah of Wahdat-ul-Wujood, then 

this would have been enough as proof that this Aqeedah is correct. How many 

people have found themselves having the Aqeedah of Wahdat-ul-Wujood simply 

because they had a false  or wrong Aqeedah (conception) about where Allaah is?!  

 

Ibn Taymiyyah (728 H) said: 

فَةُ اْلَجْهِميَّة يَْعبُُدوَن ُكلَّ َشْيءٍ َكَما قِيَل ُمتَ   َكلَِّمةُ اْلَجْهِميَّة اَل يَْعبُُدوَن َشْيئًا َوُمتََصوِّ

[As some have said: “The Mutakallim among the Jahmiyyah do not worship 

anything. The Sufi among the Jahmiyyah worship everything”] 

 (DAR TA’AARUD-IL-AQL WAN-NAQL 6/305) 
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The Standing Committee for Scholarly Research and Fatwa of Saudi Arabia said: 

من اعتقد أن هللا في كل مكان فهو منن الحلولينة ... فنإن انقناد لمنا دل علينه الكتناب والسننة واإلجمناع وإال فهنو 

 كافر مرتد عن اإلسالم

[Whoever believes that Allaah is everywhere is in fact among the Hulouliyyah 

(those who believe in pantheism, that is, they believe that Allaah resides in His 

creatures)…If he submits to what Al-Kitaab, As-Sunnah and Ijmaa’ have proved 

(this is what is compulsory upon him), else he is a Kaafir who has renounced 

Islaam] 

 (FATAAWALLAJNAH 3/160/5213) 

 

Sheikh Uthaymiin said: 

 وأما من قال "إن هللا في كل مكان" وأراد بذاته فهذا كفر

[Whoever says: “Allaah is everywhere” and implies (that Allaah is everywhere) 

with His Zaat, this is Kufr] 

 (MAWSOU-AT-UL-AHKAAM WAL FATAAWAA, pg 58) 

 

Sheikh Ahmad An-Najmi said: 

من زعم أن هللا بذاته في كل مكان فهذا مذهب االتحادية والحلولية من غالة الصوفية وال شك أن هذا كفر من 

 أعظم الكفر

[Whoever proclaims that Allaah is everywhere with His Zaat, this is the madhab of 

Al-Ittihaadiyyah and Al-Hulouliyyah, those who exaggerated among the Sufi, and 

without doubt, this is a Kufr among the greatest forms of Kufr] 

 (FAT-HUR-RABBIL-WADOUD 3/14) 
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This Aqeedah will protect a person from denying the existence of 

Allaah 

 

One who instead of saying that Allaah is above His throne says that place does 

not apply for Allaah (that is, Allaah exists beyond space) has unknowingly 

believed in an imaginary Allaah. Therefore, the Aqeedah that Allaah is above His 

throne protects a person from denying the very existence of Allaah. 

 

Mahmoud Ibn Subuktikiin (421 H) said to one who held that belief:  

 

 ميز لنا بين هذا الرب الذي تثبته وبين المعدوم

[Show us the difference between this Rab who is affirming His existence and the 

inexistent (one)] 

 (AT-TADMOURIYYAH pg 41) 

 

Ibn Abil-Iz (792 H) said: 

 

 كونه تعالى ال داخل العالم وال خارجه يقتضي نفي وجوده بالكلية ألنه غير معقول

[(Those who say that) Allaah is neither in this world nor outside of it, are implying 

a complete negation of His existence because it is not something reasonable.] 

 (AL-AQEEDAT-IT-TWAHAAWIYYAH Pg 290-291) 

 

What difference does it make if we accept Islaam or not? 

 

If today, somebody is saying “What difference does it make if we believe in it 

or not?” regarding a branch of Aqeedah, tomorrow somebody else, regarding the 
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concept of Tawheed in Islaam, come forward and say “What difference does it 

make if we believe in it or not? Atleast we are performing our acts of worship!” 

Others may even go to the extent of saying “What difference does it make if we 

accept Islaam or not? Atleast we believe in a God and are worshipping Him!” 

Those who have understood Islaam will know how serious and blasphemous these 

words are; and this is equally the seriousness of saying “What difference does it 

make if a person believes that Allaah is above His throne or everywhere?” 

 

 

These are some answers to those who present themselves as wise and who seek to 

make others believe that they are very concerned about the unity of this Ummah. 

We must be wise and we must indeed feel concerned about the unity of the 

Ummah, but not in a way as to destroy Islaam in the process of making Muslims 

agree with each other. 

 

 

 


